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Principal’s Message:

The Conley School is a great place to work and learn.  The teachers work together to develop and present interesting and rigorous lessons and robust programs.  The entire staff wants you to become a great thinker, reader, writer, mathematician, problem solver, citizen, and life long learner.  We will help you grow.  Expect to work hard and have fun.  The best is yet to come.

Parent Information

The school year begins on Tuesday, September 8, 2015 for students in grades 1-5.  It will be a full day.  Breakfast and lunch will be served.  The first day of school for students in grades K0, K1, & K2 is Thursday, September 10.  Both K0/K1 and K2 classrooms are full day programs. 

Arrival: School begins promptly at 8:15 AM and it is important that your child begins the day with his/her class.  Students should plan to arrive at the Conley between 8:15 AM and 8:20 AM. Teachers will be on duty in the schoolyard at 8:15 AM.   There is no supervision in the schoolyard prior to that time, so for your child’s safety please do not send him/her to school before 8:15 AM. Our parking lot is open to staff only.  Families that require “Handicap” parking may use our parking lot. There is ample street parking around our school.  If you are dropping off your child, please park along Dale St.  You are more than welcome to walk your child into our playground.  We will form class lines and conduct Opening Exercises in the schoolyard at 8:20 AM.  All students will have an opportunity to eat breakfast in their classroom starting at 8:25.  School ends at 2:30 PM.

Tardies. It is extremely important that all students are at school everyday, on time, and stay the entire day (8:15-2:30).  If you plan on driving your child to school or they are “walkers”, please make sure your child arrives to school at 8:20 (for our morning exercise) or no later than 8:30 (when classroom instruction begins).  If your child arrives after 8:30, he/she is considered late and must be signed-in by an adult in the office. All tardies are considered “unexcused” unless a parent/guardian provides a written notice from a physician, court clerk, etc.  We will not accept written/typed letters from parents/guardians.  All “bus” students that come to school late due to bus issues will be considered “excused”.  

Dismissal:  For safety reasons students who are walking home or getting picked up by a family member will be dismissed from our cafeteria.  Parents must come to the cafeteria door to pick up their child promptly at 2:30. Again, our parking lot is for staff only. Cars coming in and out of our parking lot during dismissal pose a safety concern for our children! Parents can park along Dale St.  Bus students will be escorted to their buses parked on Poplar Street. 
Early Dismissal:  It is extremely important that all students are at school everyday, on time, and stay the entire day (8:15-2:30).  We do not recommend taking your child out of school early for any reason.  Anyone picking up a student must have a valid ID and be listed on the emergency card or letter sent in by the legal parent/guardian.  Also, if your child has a change in their afternoon pickup, please notify the school in writing or your child will ride on their regular afternoon bus.  

Uniform Policy:  The attire for girls is: navy blue skirt, jumper or slacks, light blue collared blouse/top, and navy blue or white socks or tights.  For boys the attire is: navy blue slacks, light blue collared shirt, and blue or white socks.  Students may also wear any Conley t-shirt or a Conley sweatshirt or navy blue sweater when appropriate. Uniforms bearing the Conley symbol can be purchased throughout the year. Uniform order forms will be sent home at the beginning of the year.  Uniforms MUST be worn every day, beginning on the first day of school. We will be strictly enforcing our uniform policy and monitoring the percentage of students wearing their uniform each day!  Please send your child to school in their uniform!  Our School Parent Council is hosting a uniform swap at our BBQ!  The swap will continue throughout the year. 

Before School Program: The hours are 7:15 AM to 8:15 AM.  The start-up date is Tuesday, September 8, the first day of school.  The fee is $50.00 a month for one child or $90.00 for two children.  Please call (617) 635-8099 for an application if you are interested in using this service.  Our Before School program will be offered on a first come, first serve basis.  Families can sign up at our BBQ more information on our Before School Program will be emailed to families during the last week of August. 

YMCA After-School Program:  This year we are providing an after-school program at the Conley for all students in grades K2 – 5th.  If you are interested in registering, please contact, Jenny Schwab @ 781-670-0238. You can also register now at the West Roxbury YMCA, 15 Bellevue St, West Roxbury, MA 02132, (617) 323-3200.  A YMCA representative will be at our Back to School BBQ to answer any questions you may have. If you have a child under the age of 5 and would like to sign her/him up for our after-school program, please contact us at 617-635-8099.

Conley and Boston Public School Policies and Procedures.  During the first week of the school year your child will bring home an emergency card, Student Handbook, and the BPS Policies and Procedures book.  Please take time to review all the appropriate information and complete and return your completed forms in a timely manner.  Your cooperation is needed and appreciated.

We would like to remind all our students to complete and return their Summer Reading Log and Summer Math Learning Packet.  Yes, we gave out summer homework! The Summer Reading Program and Math Learning Packet are mandatory.  Please encourage your child to complete their Conley Reading Log, product, and Math Learning Packet and return it to his/her teacher on the first day of school. Students who turn in their Summer Reading Log and Math Learning Packet will be invited to a special celebration on Friday, September 25th.  New students to the Conley are excused from this expectation but we will accept summer work packets from their previous school as well. 

Parents are needed as volunteers to serve the Conley School Community in a variety of ways. The School Parent Council is an important committee that actively supports the programs at the Conley.  Our first School Parent Council Meeting will be held on Thursday, September 17th @ 6:30 PM. The School Site Council, which is the decision making body of the school, is made up of parents who are elected by the School Parent Council, and teachers who are elected by their colleagues.  Volunteers are also needed as: homeroom parents, office assistants, grant writers, fundraisers, newsletter writers, tutors, special project workers, lunch assistants, chaperones, event organizers, and committee members. Research indicates that students whose parents volunteer in their school perform better socially and academically.  I hope you are able to give at least three hours of your time to assist and improve our school community.  Please contact your child’s teacher or the principal to volunteer your services.  We would like 100% family participation this year.

Conley Connection (our weekly newsletter):  We will keep you informed of the happenings at school through the weekly publication of the Conley Connection.  Your child will bring it home every Monday.  Our Conley Connection will also be emailed to families and posted on our website!  At the beginning of each month we will also send home the Conley Calendar, which includes planned events for the upcoming month at the Conley School.  Students and their families are expected to read the Conley Connection every Monday night!

Conley Website: Please visit our website at: conleyelementaryschool.weebly.com.  You will find electronic copies of our Conley Connections, monthly calendars, and all of our events and happenings! We will be updating our website weekly!  

School Supplies:  We do not ask families to purchase school supplies other than our school uniform and a backpack.  However, classroom teachers might ask for donations of Kleenex, wipes, etc.  Teachers will also inform you if there is anything that your child might need during the school year. 

Up-Coming Events: 

1. “Popsicles with the Principal”, Thursday, 8/27 from 5:30 – 6:30 pm. Come out and meet the Principal and other Conley families. 

2. Back to School BBQ, Thursday 9/3, from 5:00 – 6:30 pm. You are cordially invited to our 5th Annual Back to School BBQ at the Conley! Please RSVP by emailing us at conley@boston.k12.ma.us or calling/texting Mr. Foley at 617-821-1881.

3.  Back To School Open House, Thursday, 9/8 from 8:30 am – 9:00.  Families will have an opportunity to meet their child’s teacher and see his/her classroom.

4.  School Parent Council and School Site Council Elections, Thursday, 9/17 from 6:30 – 7:30 pm. Pizza and babysitting will be provided. 

5.  Roslindale Day Parade, Sunday, October 4th.  Join us as we march through the streets of Roslindale promoting our school! 
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Our purpose as educators at the Conley School is to enable each student to become a productive and responsible member of society with the desires, the skills and the abilities necessary for life-long learning.  

By setting high standards for the Conley School, we empower our students to reach their full potential.
We, the community of the George H. Conley School,
 believe in the potential of all our students.

Therefore, we are committed to providing:
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	A creative, challenging curriculum which 

acknowledges the diverse learning styles and cultural backgrounds of all students


	[image: image3.png]




	A collaborative culture among parents, staff and community members, using open communication to promote an ongoing respectful and trustful environment
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	A nurturing, healthy and caring environment

that supports physical and psychological

well being
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	A clear, concise code of discipline used consistently to maintain an atmosphere conducive to learning
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	A dedicated faculty that has high expectations for all students, and effectively uses available resources to help students achieve



The Conley Code of Conduct

I am a Friend who Learns and Succeeds at the Conley School

because I know…

Safety First

Come prepared

Show respect

Do my best

Classroom Behavior Chart
Color:                      Behaviors: 
	Blue
“Exceeds Expectations”
	Going above and beyond expectations, classroom leader, consistently participating and engaged, extra helpful to classmates and teacher

	Green
“Meets Expectations”
	Follows Conley Code of Conduct, stays on task and completes their work

	Yellow
“Warning”
	Losing focus, disrupting others, not working to full potential, disrespectful behavior

	Red
“Consequence”
	Demonstrates disruptive behavior, consistently not following the Conley Code of Conduct, keeping staff from teaching and students from learning, being unsafe, making poor decisions


· All classrooms will use this color coded system 

· All classrooms will have a large laminated poster with blue, green, yellow and red sections.  

· Each student will have their name on a card that can be placed in different colored sections on the behavior chart

· Every student will start on “green” at the beginning of the school day and after lunch 

· Students that follow the Conley Code of Conduct will stay on “green” or move up to  “blue” 

· Students that make poor decisions and are not following the Conley Code of Conduct will move down to “yellow” or “red” 

· Students that move to “yellow” or “red” will have several opportunities to move back up to “green”

· Students that stay on “green” or “blue” will receive an “award” 

· Students that stay on “red” will have a consequence

Possible Rewards and Consequences:

	Blue
“Exceeds Expectations”
	· Positive Call Home 
· Positive note to the office/recognition by the principal
· Conley Paw 
· Conley Paw at Community Meeting
· Public Praise 
· Student of the Month/ Student of the Week/ Student of the Day
· Classroom helper 
· Line Leader 
· Extra Computer time (when appropriate) 
· Extra “Choice Time” 
· Good News Cards 

	Green
“Meets Expectations”
	· Public Praise 
· Classroom Helper
· Conley Paw

	Yellow
“Warning”
	At this level the student is at a “warning”.  There is no consequence aligned to this level other than a student being moved up or down to this level.  

	Red
“Consequence”
	· Silent Lunch and/or Controlled Choice Recess 
· “Think and Return”, removed from the activity but still responsible for completing the activity
· “Think and Return”, sent to the buddy room with a reflection sheet and/or work to complete 
· “Think and Return” sent to the office with a reflection sheet and/or work to complete. 
· Lose choice time (or minutes off)

· Call home from teacher or principal
· Parent Conference (with principal) 



Attendance: Never Be Absent (NBA)

· Coming to school every day is necessary for you to be successful in school. The Conley School hours are 8:15 AM to 2:30 PM.  You must arrive to school on time.  If you are not on time go to the office and they will mark you tardy. Opening exercises begin at 8:20 AM in the schoolyard unless it is precipitating.  Classes begin promptly at 8:25 AM.

· When you are absent you must bring a note upon returning to school that states the reason for your absence, the date you were sick, and your parent’s signature and phone number.

· If you have four or more unexcused absences in a term, the student will not pass any subjects for the term

Homework at the Conley

· Homework is assigned mostly every day.

· You should complete and return it to your teacher.

· You may ask a parent or family member to check homework.

· You must read at least 30 minutes every night including the weekends.  Record your time and book title on the Conley Reading Log.

George H. Conley School

Wellness Message

5 – 2 – 1 - 0
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5  
Eat at least 5 servings of fruits

and vegetables.

2  
Limit screen time on TV, computer 

and video games to 2 hours a day.

1  
Engage in physical activity for at 

least 1 hour every day.

0  
Have zero tolerance for tobacco drugs and alcohol

Conley Schoolyard/Recess EXPECTATIONS

· Stay in the designated play area at all times

· Play safely.

· Freeze when you hear the first bell and line up quietly.

· Walk quietly to line when you hear the second bell and file silently.

Bus Offenses:
1st Offense:

· Copy of Bus Incident Report sent to parent

· Parent’s signature required on Bus Incident Report

· Student will have a controlled choice during recess and/or a silent lunch for 1-2 days

2nd Offense:

· Conference with student, parent and principal is required

· Student will have a controlled choice during recess and/or a silent lunch for 2 days

3rd Offense:

· Conference with student, parent and principal is required

Please Return This Page to the Conley School

Student Name___________________________

I have read the contents of the Conley Student Handbook.  I understand that if I have any questions or concerns, I may contact Principal Foley.

_______________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature

_______________________________________________

Student Signature

Please use this space to make any comments about the Conley Student Handbook.  Your feedback will be considered when making adjustments to the handbook.  Thank you for your time and thoughts.

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
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